FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Municipal Association of South Carolina Announces $305,000 SCRC Grant Award for Project Hometown SC

COLUMBIA, S.C. – Main Street South Carolina, a program of the Municipal Association of South Carolina (MASC), announced the launch of Project Hometown SC, a two-year initiative to strengthen community identity, support local workforce stability, and enhance long-term population retention in three rural communities: Cheraw, Hartsville, and Walterboro.

The effort is supported by a $305,000 State Economic and Infrastructure Development (SEID) award from the Southeast Crescent Regional Commission (SCRC), with matching commitments from each participating municipality. The South Carolina Office of Rural Health will serve as a core partner in advancing resident support systems and community stability strategies.

“South Carolina’s small towns thrive when residents feel connected, supported, and rooted in their hometowns,” said Jenny Boulware, Manager of Main Street South Carolina at MASC. “Project Hometown SC invests in local identity, local leadership, and local talent. This work honors the people who already live in these communities while giving them tools to build a strong future from the inside out. We are grateful to SCRC for recognizing the promise of this effort.”

Project Hometown SC builds on existing community strengths through five primary components:
· Local Storytelling Capacity & Workforce Development
· Hometown Ambassador Network
· Community Celebrations & Engagement Events
· Resident Stability & Support Systems

The Municipal Association, local governments, the South Carolina Office of Rural Health, and regional partners will work together to ensure the project strengthens local systems, reflects community priorities, and supports the residents who already call these towns home.

At the conclusion of the pilot, a Community Stability Toolkit will be published, providing templates, training materials, and best practices for rural communities across the state.

“This investment accelerates priorities identified by local leaders,” Boulware added. “Project Hometown SC is rooted in the belief that strong communities grow from within, ensuring our rural towns are equipped to thrive.”

For more information about Project Hometown SC or the Municipal Association of South Carolina’s Main Street SC program, contact Jenny Boulware at jboulware@masc.sc.

